Audition Notice

Time of My Life – a play by Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Eve Manghani
Production Manager   Mary Morgan
Performance dates Monday 9th- Saturday 14th July
 Read Through 

Tuesday 3rd April
 in the Rehearsal room at the Courtyard Theatre at 8pm.

Auditions

Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th April
in the Rehearsal room at the Courtyard Theatre at 8pm
Scripts will be available after the play reading from Mary Morgan 

0208 6420765
Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting on May 1st
Sunday afternoon rehearsals will start on June 3rd at 2pm

Synopsis:-
Gerry Stratton has organized a family dinner, with his sons Glyn and Adam, at his favourite restaurant to celebrate his wife’s Laura’s birthday. Glyn is with his long suffering wife Stephanie, their marriage looks to be on firmer ground than it once was. Adam has brought along his new girlfriend Maureen, an outrageous hairdresser and they are both keen to impress. Gradually, family skeletons intrude on the happy domestic scene. Glyn’s unfaithfulness knows no bounds, the family transport business has been hit by recession and Laura has been unfaithful. Glyn’s story is set more recently and Adam’s further back in time while, at the centre, Gerry and Laura pick apart their marriage and recall first love.

Character descriptions
Gerry Stratton.  A middle aged, middle class (self-made) businessman, distinctly middle brow. He is a gruff father figure with an unforgotten Teddy boy past. His business is going under, but he has not told his family. He keeps putting on a “brave face” but becomes self destructive in the end.

Audition: P17 - 19  “well at least...” and p60 - 62
Laura Stratton (Gerry’s wife). middle aged but well preserved and smartly dressed. She is a terrible snob. A feisty lady who is quick to point out she helped her husband “get where he is today”. She is described by Ayckbourn as a sour faced emotional woman. She has a savage tongue. She unconsciously destroys those around her through her self centered attitude.  But later in the play we see her vulnerable side.

Audition: p60 - 62 and p 67 - 70
Glyn Stratton (eldest son). A smug, shifty workaholic, constantly on the mobile. He is a dull soulless “daddy’s boy” who knows just how to get round his father, who he works for. He is unreliable but a smooth talker which gets him out of scrapes. He is trying to patch up his marriage after having had “another” affair. He is trying to please his parents but has no heart in it at all. 

Audition: p 51 - 53 and p63 - 65
Stephanie Stratton (Glyn’s wife). She starts the play as a woman undermined by her husband’s infidelity. Her appearance is slightly old fashioned. She starts off as a victim but all this changes as the action continues. She becomes more confident, her style of dress and hair changes. She is no longer a victim but a survivor. She gets rid of Glyn. 

Audition: P3 - 4 and p 83 - 85
Adam Stratton (younger son). He is a very “sweet” ineffectual, rather naïve man. He is very “arty”, a drifter always starting a new project, but never finishing anything. He annoys his father but still tries to please him. He gets flustered easily, especially with the opposite sex. He has a new girlfriend who he is introducing to the family, about which he is highly apprehensive.

Audition: p27 - 30 “what do you mean...” and p71 - 75
Maureen (Adam’s girlfriend). A slightly outrageous looking hairdresser. She has quick wit, also swears a lot!  She has no inhibitions which startles Adam.  She speaks her mind, but in an innocent almost naïve way.  As the play progresses she changes from outrageous to demure to please the family. She is the “outsider” and can see what is going on.

Audition: p27 - 30 and p71 - 75 
Waiters (4 parts played by 1 actor)

A demanding role which requires many changes of character and style of acting.
TUTO; generally “nice” typical waiter with “gift of the gab”
BENGIE; slightly simple (only one line)

AGGI ; very romantic in Italian style, sings (badly) at the tables 
DINKA; supercilious, sour expression, no people skills 
Audition: many pages where waiters interact with main characters:- e.g. p5&6, 19-21, 31-32, 38-39, 53, 59, 81-83 
Calvinu (restaurant owner) very benevolent, typical Italian.
Audition: p24 - 25, 42 - 43, 49 - 50
All ages can apply.
